Meeting of the Kentucky Nuclear Energy Development Authority
February 20, 2026

The meeting of the Kentucky Nuclear Energy Development Authority (KNEDA) was held at the Kentucky Capitol Annex, Room 129, in Frankfort, Kentucky. 

I. Call to Order

Rodney Andrews, KNEDA Advisory Board Chair and Director of the University of Kentucky Center for Applied Energy Research, called the meeting to order at 1:05 PM. He asked that Zebulon Hart, KNEDA Staff Engineer, call the roll.  

I. Attendance

The following members of KNEDA were present: Rodney Andrews, Rebecca Goodman, Jeff Noel, Angie Hatton, Leslie Sizemore, Jamie Link, Aron Patrick, Scott Hunnewell, Cynthia Wiseman, Chris Perry, David Carroll, Cory Hicks, George Bray, Keith Hamilton, Mark Workman, Don Gulley, Elizabeth Natter, Myron Lewis, Danny Carroll, Shelley Funke Fromeyer, Randy Bridges. 

II. Presentation and Update on Project and Technology Progress

The board welcomed representatives from two nuclear energy technology companies providing updates on the status of their ongoing technology development and demonstrator deployment efforts. These entities, and their representatives, included: 

a. Kairos Power: Nick Mastrosimone, Senior Manager of Commercial Development, and Nikki Sizemore, Manager of Government Affairs 
b. X-Energy: Christina Walrond, Director of State Government Relations.

A brief question and answer session followed.

III. Approval of Minutes

Rodney Andrews noted that comments or corrections for the December 3rd  meeting minutes had previously been integrated into the draft minutes and requested a motion to approve. Rebecca Goodman provided a motion, seconded by Aron Patrick. The motion passed unanimously, and the December 3rd meeting minutes were approved. 



IV. Update on KNEDA Executive Director Search

Rodney Andrews provided an update on the KNEDA Executive Director Search, noting that the position posting was active and that a number of qualified individuals had, to date, applied. He noted that the position posting and application portal would remain accessible until March 13, 2026. 

V. KNEDA Nuclear Workforce Development Grant Update
Rodney Andrews provided an update regarding the KNEDA-administered Kentucky Nuclear Workforce Development Grant. He noted that the Board, in conjunction with the University of Kentucky (for administrative purposes), had reached an agreement on awarded grant terms with all but one awardee, and that all terms would be finalized with all awardees within the subsequent week.
VI. Other Business
Rodney Andrews requested a motion to approve the 2025 KNEDA Annual Report as submitted. Cory Hicks provided a motion, seconded by George Bray. The motion passed unanimously, and the 2025 KNEDA Annual Report was approved. 

Elizabeth Natter introduced a motion that the KNEDA Board join the AFL-CIO in submitting a letter to the U.S. Department of Energy (US DOE), requesting an extension to the comment period of certain (10 CFR 851.46) promulgated US DOE nuclear regulation changes. The motion did not receive a second and did not proceed to a vote. 
VII. Adjournment
Cory Hicks provided a motion to adjourn, seconded by George Bray, and the board voted to adjourn at 2:54 PM. 
